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effaced the doubt of all." Narad Ji said, " Maharaj ! I also am
staying just there ; had this subject been broached, I also would
have heard it." Naranarayan replied, lt Narad Ji! when you had
gone to see Bhagwat in Setadip,1 then the subject was broached ;
hence you did not hear."

Having heard this, Narad Ji asked, " Maharaj ! please kindly
tell me what was the subject there discussed." Naranarayati said,
" Listen, Narad ! When the saints asked this question, Sanandan
the saint began to say, i Listen ! when the great cataclysm
occurred, the fourteen cosmic eggs become of the consistence of
water; then the perfect Brahma remains slumbering alone. When
Bhagwan has the wish to create, then the Vedas issue from his
breath, and with joined hands praise him, just as a king who may
be sleeping in his own house, and panegyrists, at early dawn,
severally singing his glory, wake him up, so that he may become
conscious and speedily engage in his duties.' "

Having related the matter thus far, Naranarayan said, " Listen,
Narad ! when the Vedas have issued from the Lord's mouth
they say this : O Lord ! quickly become conscious, and create the
universe, and remove your illusion from the minds of living
beings, in order that they may recognize your form. Your
illusion is predominant ; it keeps all living creatures in ignorance;
when released from this, living creatures have the knowledge to
understand you. O Lord! except you, no one can exercise
power over this. In whose heart you are dwelling in the form of
knowledge, he alone conquers this illusion ; otherwise who has
the power to escape from the hand of Illusion ? You are the
creator of all; all creatures having arisen from you alone, are
contained in you alone ; just as many objects arise from the earth,
and again mingle with it. Anyone may glorify and worship any
god, but he glorifies and worships you alone. Just as anyone,
having constructed various golden ornaments, may give them
different names, but they are only gold ; just in this way you
have many forms ; but regard them intelligently, then none of
them are anything ; wherever one may look there nothing but
you appears. ' O Lord ! your illusion is infinite ! This it is which,
having become the three qualities, truth, passion, and darkness,
assumes three forms, and creates, preserves, and destroys the
universe. The secret of this no one has discovered, and no one
will discover; hence it is fitting for creatures to abandon all desire
and meditate on you ; in this alone does his advantage lie."
Maharaj ! having related this much of the subject, Naranarayan
said to Narad, " O Narad ! when Sanandan the sage, having
related this ancient history, had removed doubt from the minds
of all, then Sanak 2 and the other saints worshipped Sanandan,
according to the precepts of the Veda."

1  Properly S'w tadwtpa.

2  Sanak is one of the four sons of Brahma, and was a councillor and companion
of Vishnu.